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An artist’s rendering of the new playground at Primrose Elementary School. / IMAGE
COURTESY OF SEF

Somers Education Foundation marks $2M milestone
Playground project announced

BY TOM WALOGORSKY
EDITOR

The Somers Education Foundation 
(SEF) has reached an unprecedent-
ed milestone, awarding more than 
$2,000,000 in grants and scholarships 
since its founding in 1994.

The grant that helped push SEF 
over the $2 million mark will fund 
the construction of a brand-new play-
ground for Universal Pre-K students 
at Primrose Elementary School.

The project marks the SEF’s latest 
investment in enriching the educa-
tional experiences for Somers stu-
dents. Over just the past year, the 
organization has awarded more than 
$150,000 in grants and scholarships, 
supporting initiatives across the dis-
trict.

Recent projects include new col-
laboration furniture for Somers In-
termediate School, advanced science 
equipment for Somers High School, 
and updated music equipment for 
Somers Middle School, among many 
others.

These accomplishments are made 
possible by the support of the Somers 
community through donations and 
participation in SEF events. The 
Foundation’s next fundraiser, Trivia 

Night, will take place on Tuesday, 
Oct. 14 at The Burger Barn, located at 
289 Rte. 100 in Somers. Space is lim-
ited to 75 participants, and the eve-
ning will feature a lively competition 
as well as a silent auction of unique 
items.

Community members can also di-
rectly support the new playground 
through the organization’s person-
alized brick fundraiser. For a $100 
contribution, donors can purchase 
a brick that will be installed at the 
playground site with engraved mes-
sages ranging from family dedica-
tions to tributes to favorite teachers. 
Anyone interested in buying a brick 
to support the project can scan the 
QR code accompanying this article.

Somers Education Foundation 
President Rosalind Gallino recently 
shared her enthusiasm for the proj-
ect.

“I’m extremely excited to be part of 
an organization that works with the 
district and the community to foster 
all forms of education from our small-
est to our tallest learners,” Gallino 
said. “It is our hope that this play-
ground will be a scene of laughter, 
joy, learning and community build-
ing for many years to come.”

With the new playground on the 

horizon and a strong tradition of 
community engagement, the SEF 
continues to shape the educational 
landscape in Somers—one grant, one 
event, and one milestone at a time.

To learn more about the Somers 
Education Foundation, visit sefny.org
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Westchester pushes back against proposed NYSEG rate hikes
CAROL REIF
STAFF WRITER

Westchester has joined the 
fight against steep rate hikes 
proposed by New York State 
Electric and Gas (NYSEG).

The announcement by 
County Executive Ken Jen-
kins follows the Board of Leg-
islators’ unanimous biparti-
san Aug. 20 vote authorizing it 
to intervene in the case before 
the state Public Service Com-
mission (PSC).

On June 30, NYSEG, a sub-
sidiary of Avangrid, proposed 
rate increases that would 
raise residential utility bills 
by an average of 23.7 percent 
for electricity and 33.5 percent 
for gas, starting May 2026.

These hikes would follow 
six years of prior increases 
that have “generated signifi-
cant utility profits while many 
residents struggle with basic 
necessities,” the BOL said.

By becoming a party to the 
rate case, the county now has 
the legal standing to conduct 
discovery, submit testimony, 
and to participate in hearings 
to advocate directly for resi-
dents.

(NYSEG serves the north-

eastern portion of Westches-
ter County, specifically the 
towns of Bedford, Lewisboro, 
North Salem, Pound Ridge, 
and Somers.)

Westchester took similar 
action in the Con Edison rate 
case in March.

This shows, it said, the 
board’s “dedication to chal-
lenging excessive utility rate 
increases through the regula-
tory process.”

In August, nearly a dozen 
county legislators gathered 
in Mount Kisco recently to 
hear from Con Ed customers. 
Among the large crowd were 
utility workers who had their 
own grievances to air.

Legislator Erika L. Pierce 
(D-District 2) was on the panel 
taking that input.

(Pierce represents Somers, 
Bedford, Lewisboro, Mount 
Kisco, North Salem, and 
Pound Ridge.)

Following the BOL’s vote to 
join the NYSEG case as well, 
she said she’d been “flooded” 
with emails from constituents 
who’ve had “problems with 
NYSEG.”

Those included “poor cus-
tomer service, delivery, inad-
equate infrastructure, and 

problematic billing practices,” 
said Pierce, who’s lived in Ka-
tonah for 25 years.

“NYSEG has made manag-
ing and understanding my 
own bill impossible,” she said, 
noting that a recent audit by 
the PSC included “128 rec-
ommendations for improve-
ments.”

That’s just the tip of the ice-
berg, Pierce claimed.

“Our ratepayers need a 
voice at the table, and West-
chester is stepping up to be 
that voice.”

The county will also host 
public input sessions in North-
ern Westchester communities 
served by NYSEG, providing 
residents the chance to share 
their experiences and submit 
concerns to the PSC for the of-
ficial record.

BOL Chair Vedat Gashi 
(D-District 4) said that while 
NYSEG’s proposed rate hikes 
may impact fewer people than 
Con Ed’s “they are no less 
egregious.”

In fact, he said, they “are 
significantly higher.”

(Con Ed wants to increase 
electric bills by 11.4 percent 
and gas bills by 13.3 percent, 
county legislators have said.)

People use NYSEG “because 
they have no other choice,” 
Gashi said.

(Gashi’s represents Somers, 
Yorktown, New Castle, and 
Ossining.)

“It’s a monopoly hiding be-
hind an intentionally frus-
trating and opaque process. 
Our vote (to join the rate case) 
shows the board doing every-
thing possible to advocate for 
our residents,” he said.

Legislator Colin D. Smith 
(D-District 1) agreed.

“We are joining NYSEG’s 
rate case to stand up for our 
residents and businesses on 
the record with the PSC,” he 
said, adding that ratepayers 
“deserve reliable service and 
fair pricing, not repeated out-
ages, billing problems, and 
steep increases.”

“We’re taking this step to 
hold NYSEG accountable and 
ensure our communities are 
not left in the dark, literally or 

financially,” Smith said.
(Smith represents York-

town, Cortlandt, and Peek-
skill.)

Jenkins said the county is 
“sending a strong message 
that we will not stand by while 
NYSEG pushes through ex-
cessive increases.”

“We will fight for fairness 
and for the residents who rely 
on these essential services,” 
he added.

Deputy County Executive 
Richard G. Wishnie, who is 
in his 80s and a resident of 
Somers, said: “The cost of liv-
ing in Westchester is already 
high, and these double-digit 
increases would make it worse 
for families, older adults and 
small businesses.”

“The county joining this 
case ensures we will be at the 
table advocating for residents, 
challenging NYSEG, and 
pressing for accountability 
and transparency.” 

‘Our ratepayers need  
a voice at the table.’

County Legislator Erika Pierce
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